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The purpose of this publication is to promote chess in West Michigan. The West Michigan Chess scence 
is fi lled with talent, scholastic programs, experienced coaches and a growing amount of local events. We 
have a lot of players from the area that enjoy this great game. 

This publicaiton has two primary objecives that we believe will encourage and promote chess in the 
area. First, we want to offer chess content that is local and relevant to the players from the area. Our 
goal is to create a resource that is educational and engaging.  Second, we want to offer the opportunity 
for local players to be able to use their abilities and love for the game to help players of all ages improve 
and grow through writing for this publication. 

A Note to Our Readers
by Editor Michael Brooks



Spencer St. Chess Club Update
by Michael Brooks
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This year has been a big year for the Spencer St. Chess Club. We have now 
celebrated our 1st year anniversary.  The club has grown with many new play-
ers young and old.  We have devloped a nice calendar for rated and unrated 
players.  I am very excited to see what happens in the upcoming years as the 
club continues to grow and chess continues to thrive in Grand Rapids. 

SSCC Summer Swiss

We continued our quarterly swiss tournaments again the Summer.  Yours truly was able to come away 
with the victory scoring 3.5/4. Adam Parada and Ian McFarland came in tied for second with 3/4.  11 
players competed in another fun rated Swiss! The cross table for the event can be found here:
http://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?201806196032

1st Annaul 2018 West Michigan Open

Report below! West Michigan Chess held its fi rst annual championship event. We had a great turn out 
with over 30 players across three sections!

SSCC 2nd Annual Fall Swiss

To celebrate our 1-year anniversary we held our 2nd Annual Fall Swiss! It was a very competitive event. 
We drew 13 players with three of them being rated over 1800, including an almost 2100 player! This 
tough event was won by Bob Savage with 4/4! He is now only 18 points shy of the “Expert” title. Second 
place was shared between Owen Shriver and Michael Brooks. See the cross table here: http://www.
uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?201810029212

Quad Knight #1

We hosted another Rapid event, this time held in Quad format. New attender Owen Shriver 
won with a clean 4/4.  You can fi nd the cross table here: http://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.
php?201810169602

NEW SSCC Match Play Season!

A new feature to the rated play calendar is our Match Play events! We have begun to sponsor as a club 
certain match play events with special coverage of the games.  The fi rst match will be between two faith-
ful competitors and growing chess players, Adam Parada & Ian McFarland. A report with that match will 
be detailed in this issue.  We will continue to feature match-play events in the Fall & Winter season with 
more matchups to come!
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2018 West Michigan Open
by Tony Palmer

33 players competed in the fi rst 
West Michigan Open, held at the 
Spencer St. Chess Club in Grand 
Rapids on August 4, 2018. 
Michael Brooks and Ian 
McFarland were Tournament 
Directors.

In the Open Section, Will Brooks 
and Tony Palmer tied for 1-2 at 
3/4; Will won the First Place tro-
phy on tiebreaks. Michael Brooks 
and Hunter Reed tied for 3-4 
with 2.5/4, and Nick Schwerin 
was Fifth with 2/4. In the U1500 
Section, Jason Shi won First 
Place with 3.5/4, then a 
three-way tie for Second be-
tween Ray Abbaduska, Don 
Brooks and Ashrith Mathiyazha-
gan with 3/4. Charlie Reese and 
Arie Lyles tied for Fifth Place 
at 2.5/4. In the U1000 Section, 
Saachi Rajgarhia won First Place 
with 3.5/4. Aadi Chaudhari 
and Gray Schafer tied for Sec-
ond Place with 3/4, and Vishal 
Swamy was Fourth Place with 
2.5/4.

Tony Palmer (2069) - Nick 
Schwerin (1801) [C03]
West Michigan Open (3)
Grand Rapids 4.8.2018
[Tony Palmer]

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2
French Tarrasch.
3...Be7

A “high class waiting move” to 
see how White proceeds. More 
com-mon is 3 ... c5 or 3 ... Nf6.
4.Bd3 c5 5.exd55.dxc5 gives 
White better  chances. 
Adams-Morozevich 

(Sarajevo, 2000) went 5.dxc5 Nf6 
6.Qe2 Nc6 7.Ngf3 Nb4 8.Nb3 
Nxd3+ 9.cxd3 a5 10.Bg5 a4 
11.Nbd2 h6 12.Bxf6 Bxf6 13.e5 
Be7 14.Rc1 Ra5 15.Qe3 and 
White won (1-0, 31).

5...Qxd5
Black’s queen rules the board.

6.Ngf3 cxd4 7.0-0 Nf6 8.Qe2
8.Bc4 Qd6 9.Bb5+ Nbd7 10.Nc4 
Qc5 11.a4 a6 12.Bxd7+ Bxd7 
13.Qxd4 Qxd4 14.Nxd4 Rd8 
15.Nb6 (Dworzynski-Zilbert, 
Moscow 1978) and White won 
(1-0, 43).

8...Nc6 9.Bc4
Fritz 10 gives 9.Ne4 Bd7=.
9...Qd6 10.Re1 0-0 11.Nb3 Rd8 
12.Bg5 h6 13.Bh4 Qc7 14.Rad1
White has a harmonious devel-
op-ment, but Black is still a pawn 
up.

14...Bd7
Fritz 10 suggests 14...e5 15.Nxe5 
Nxe5 16.Qxe5 instead.
15.Nbxd4 Nxd4 16.Nxd4 Rac8 
17.Bb3 Kh8 18.Nf5 Bc6?!
18...Be8 19.Nxe7 Qxe7 would 
avoid losing material, but not 
18...exf5 19.Qxe7 hitting f7.

19.Bg3
Remove the Guard, so the bishop 
on e7 is undefended.

19...e5 20.Bxe5 1-0

Jason Shi (1526) - Scott Stapel 
(1390) [C02]
West Michigan Open (3)
Grand Rapids 4.8.2018
[Tony Palmer]

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.e5
French Advance.

3...c5 4.c3 Nc6 5.Nf3 cxd4 
6.cxd4 Qb6 7.a3
In the Main Line French Advance,
7.a3 prepares 8.b4 so White is 
able to defend d4 with Bb2 while 
also preventing ...Qxb2, other-
wise ...Nf5 pressures d4 three 
times.

7...Nh6 8.b4 Nf5 9.Bb2 Bd7 
10.Be2 Rc8 11.0-0 Na5 12.Nbd2 
Nc4 13.Nxc4 dxc4 14.d5

14.Bc3 would blockade the c- 
pawn.

14...exd5
Fritz 10 gives 14...c3!? 15.Bc1 
exd5 16.Qxd5 Be7 with equality.

15.Qxd5 Be6 16.Qd2 Be7 
17.Kh1 0-0 18.Rac1 Rfd8 19.Qf4
White’s queen pressures the c 
pawn laterally.

19...h6
19...Qc6 20.Rfd1 Rxd1+ 21.Bxd1 
per Fritz 10 is equal.

20.h4
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20.Bxc4!? a5 21.Bxe6 fxe6 
22.Bc3

20...g6
20...Qb5 21.Nd4 Nxd4 22.Bxd4.

21.g3 Bd5 22.Kh2
22.Bxc4 is risky after 22...Rxc4 
23.Rxc4 g5 24.hxg5 Qg6.

22...Qe6
Black defends the c pawn.

23.Nd4 Nxd4 24.Bxd4 g5 
25.hxg5!?
25.Qe3!? Kh7 26.Bd1 is equal.

25...hxg5
25...Bxg5!? (Skewer) 26.Qg4 
Qxg4 27.Bxg4 Bxc1 28.Rxc1 Be6 
29.Bxe6 fxe6 30.Bxa7 b5 is good 
for Black.

26.Qg4 Kg7 27.f4 Rh8+ 28.Kg1 
Rh1+ 29.Kf2 Rh2+ 30.Ke1 Qxg4 
31.Bxg4 Be6?!

31...Rd8 works - 32.Rf2 Rh1+ 
33.Rf1 gxf4 34.gxf4 Rh2 with 
chances for both sides. Now 
White wins a piece.

32.f5
And White won (1-0).

J-Allen Benz (UNR) - Kevin Shi 
(1023) [E51]
West Michigan Open (2)
Grand Rapids 4.8.2018
[Tony Palmer]

1.d4 d5 2.e3 Nc6 3.c4 e6 4.Nc3 
Nf6 5.Nf3 Bb4 6.Bd2 0-0 7.Bd3 
b6
Both sides have good 
development.

8.cxd5 exd5 9.e4?!
9.0-0 is much better.

9...Bxc3 10.Bxc3
10.exd5? Bxd2+.

10...dxe4 11.Bxe4?!
The undefended knight on c6 lets 
White get out of it with 11.Ne5 
Nxe5 12.dxe5 and now 12...exd3 
13.exf6 Re8+ is good for Black.

11...Nxe4 12.0-0 Bg4 13.Qd3 
Nxc3 14.Qxc3 Bxf3 15.Qxf3 
Nxd4 16.Qe4 Re8 17.Qd3? c5!?
17...Ne2+! (Discovery) wins the 
un-defended queen.

18.Rae1 Qd5
Now 18...Ne2+ wins the queen 
for rook and knight.

19.a3 f6 20.Rxe8+ Rxe8 21.Kh1 
Qg5
And Black won (0-1, 52).

Rankin-Palmer after 16. Ng3:

16 … Bxf3 17. gxf3 Bxh4 (Re-
move the Guard)

Lyles-J. Shi after 21. Rac1:

21 … Nd3 (Knight Fork)

K. Shi-D. Brooks after 38 … Kg7:
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39. Nf5+ (Knight Fork/Discov-
ery)

K. Shi-Stapel after 12. f4:

12 … Ne3 (Knight Fork)

Palmer-M. Brooks after 14 … 
Qc7:

15. e5 (if 15 … dxe5 16. Bxf6 
& 17. Qxd7) (Pin/Remove the 
Guard)

Note from the Director:

Thank you to everyone that participated in this 1st Annual 
West Michigan Open! We had to change venues last minute 
and still managed to attract 33 players! We had almost 40 
pre-registered.  The event went very smoothly and we had 
very competitive sections. As this event grows we will be hop-
ing to build it into a 2-day event. 

The prize fund will increase next year as well as the time 
control, making this a premiere event moving forward. An-
other change we will be planning to implement is making the 
U1000 section a G/30 tournament instead of the longer-time 
control. This will help parents and families with younger play-
ers to have a quicker event. 

Thank for your support for West Michigan Chess!

West Michigan Chess Network Coordinator
Michael Brooks
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SSCC Match #1
Adam Parada vs. Ian McFarland (2-0)

by Michael Brooks

In Grand Rapids we are enjoying a bit of a chess 
comeback.  There are now annual tournaments 
being hosted in the city as well as a growing city 
chess club.  It is truly exciting to be a part of!

Spencer St. Chess Club has created a 
culture that welcomes new players from all 
walks of life.  We have had so many new faces in 
the last few months, it is exciting to see! While 
we really enjoy new players we also seek to be a 
place where a dedicated tournament player can 
improve and grow.  We create events that keep 
our players in “tournament shape”. This is done 
through month-long swiss events, rapid events 
and blitz events.

Another idea I had to continue to offer unique 
opportunities is to create a match-play season.  
During the Winter months I wanted the club to 
sponsor matches between club players.  This 
is just another opportunity to become a better 
chess player and a better competitor.  It also is a 
lot of fun!

The fi rst match was played between Adam 
Parada and Ian McFarland. Both players joined 
the club around the same time, and while at the 
club became USCF members and regular 
competitors. This seemed like a good match-up. 
The games were played at G/60 with a 5-second 
delay. We agreed to up to three club nights for 
for the match to take place, playing one game a 
night.  Both players put up some money, and so 
did the chess club. This created a very 
competitive atmosphere for the match.

Adam won the match 2-0 with the third game 
not being played as agreed by both players.  
The fi rst game was comfortable for Adam as an 
opening mistake by Ian  created a tough game to 
come back from.  The second game showcased a 
tough battle where Ian was very close to 
leveling the match and forcing a decisive third 
game. But,  time pressure and a lesson learned

gave Adam the win!  Here is my analysis of the 
second game.  Enjoy!

Ian McFarland (1420) - Adam Parada (1641)
SSCC Match #1 (2)
Grand Rapids 11.13.2018
[Michael Brooks]

1. e4 c6 2. Nf3 d5 3. exd5 cxd5 4. d4 Bf5 5. Bd3

From an interest standpoint forcing the Bishop 
off of the b1-h7 diagonal may be worth a move 
like Nh4. For example: 5. Nh4!? Bg6 6. NxB hxB 
or, 5. Nh4!? Bd7 and if 6.Nc3 e5! But, Bd3 is the 
simplest forcing the trade. Black is happy about 
that.

5...Bxd3 6. Qxd3 Nc6 7. 0-0 e6 8. Bf4 Qb6?

The fi rst misstep from Black. A move like a6 to 
prepare Qb6 may be fi ne: 8...a6 9. a3 Nf6 10. 
Nc3 Bd6 or simple develop your kingside fi rst. 

9. Nc3 Nge7? 

Missing the fact that his dark-square are very 
weak. 

10. Qb5 Qxb5

Black could put up more resistance and release 
his dark-squared bishop to help. Trading queens 
only allows the white knight to become 
dangerous. 10...Nf5 11. Qxb6 axb6 12. Nb5 
Kd7. White has a comfortable edge but black is 
still intact. 

11. Nxb5 Kd7 12. Nd6! f6 13. Nxb7 Nf5 14. c3 
a5

Let’s survey the damage. White is up a pawn 
with more active pieces and a Queenside major-
ity. Black will need to stop b4 from being played 
and create central counterplay.  

6
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Adam (further) thinking as he examines his next move against Ian (closer).
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15. Nc5+ Bxc5

This is a double-edged decision. Black gives 
white another pawn for his majority but does 
create a more mobile central majority. Is this 
enough to save the game?

16. dxc5 e5 17. Be3 Rab8 18. Rfd1?

White must keep b2 to maintain winning 
chances. Losing it would break up his pawn 
majority, rendering it immobile. 18. Rab1!

18...Ke6?

18...Rxb2 19. Rxd5+ Kc7 Black felt he had to 
keep his d4 pawn, but in this case he should 
have traded the central pawn for the b2 pawn. 
It would have completely changed the nature of 
the game. If b4 is allowed black will be fi ghting 
for his life. 

19. Rab1 Rhd8 20. Nd2? Rb7

20...d4! with complications. With the d4-break 
made before white can get in b4, black should 
have enough counterplay to even the chances 
in the game. Black would be the active one with 
white on his heels. White could have played b4 
but instead played Nd2 forcing exchanges and 
further bad pawn structure. 

21. g4!? Nxe3 22. fxe3 h6? The g4-pawn now 
can hold back all of Black’s pawns. 23. Nf3 g5 
24. Rd2 Rbd7 25. b4! axb4 26. cxb4 d4 27. 
exd4?

27. e4! This pawn would have slowed black’s 
only source of counterplay. An important part 
of endgame play is to know when and how to 
shut down your opponents sources of 
counterplay before pressing your own 
advantage. 

27...Nxd4 28. Nxd4+ exd4 29. Re1+??

Both players were under immense time pres-
sure, especially white here. Now he loses the 
thread as to what the winning plan is. His 
winning plan is to push his pawns down the

the board with the black King cut off. If you 
have passed pawns, push them!

29...Kd5 30. Rf2 Rf7 31. Rf5+ Kc4 32. a3 d3

With white’s kast sequence of moves the com-
plexion of the game has completely changed. 
Black’s King is now doing two jobs: 1) slowing 
down the white pawn majority and 2) escorting 
the black pawn down the board.

33. Rd1 d2 34. c6? The Final mistake. 

34...Kb3 35. c7 Rxc7 36. Rc5 Rxc5 37. bc5 Kc2 
38. Rxd2+ Kxd2 39. c6 Kc3 Black would go on 
to checkmate. 0-1

A good game with lots of instructional 
elements. Congratulations to Adam on 
clinching the match. 
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West-Side Chess at the Michigan Senior Championships
by Henry Rankin

The rest of the standings follow below. The 
most interesting thing about the tournament is 
the number of the offbeat openings that were 
played. There were more of than 3 games of 
Bird’s Opening in the tournament, as well as a 
Falkbeer Counter Gambit. Who knows what 
one will see when the seasoned citizens decide 
to party?

To see the crosstable for this event click 
here: http://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.
php?201806244352.0

Stan Jarosz, one of our West Siders, has 
graciously allowed us to show his game here. 
It is his last round game with Tom Laforge. It is 
presented with his notes. I have added a 
couple of minor notes of my own. I have found 
this game of Stan’s to be enjoyable and 
instructive. Henry Rankin’s notes are in italics.

Tom Laforge (1906) - Stan Jarosz (1900)
2018 Michigan Senior Open (4) [B23u]
Flint, MI. 06.23.2018
[Stan Jarosz]

1. e4 c5 2. Nc3 Nc6 3. f4 g6 4. Nf3 Bg7

 What better place to hold a senior chess tour-
nament than at a senior center? The Eastside 
Senior Center in Flint, Michigan hosted the 
2018 Michigan Senior. The site was very nice, 
with the playing area being spacious, well -ven-
tilated, and well -lighted. The library and lounge 
was appointed with tables that made after 
game analysis easy. Food was readily accessible 
in the neighborhood. Jeff Aldrich ran a smooth 
tournament. Life is good.

I got a chance to catch up a number of old pals 
I hadn’t seen in a long time, which made the 
social side fun. West Michigan was represent-
ed by Eric Fischvogt (2.5 pts.), Stan Jarosz (3.0 
pts), and myself. The open section was won by 
Alaa-Addin Moussa with 3.5 points, with Greg 
Bailey at 2nd with 3.5 points and David Hahn 
fi nishing third with 3 points.

With 35 players, the tournament was well 
attended. There was a brief and polite 
discussion about whether the tournament for 
next year could be spilt into 2 sections, one for 
50 to 64 in age, and one for 65 and older. Since 
the current rules state that one must turn 50 on 
or before December 31. This does mean that it 
is possible for a 49 year old to play in the senior 
tournament.

The Michigan Chess Association board is cur-
rently considering the 2 section plan as well as 
other options that the board will continue to 
consider.

Below are the cross tables for the event. The 
reserve section was won by Gary Fletcher, 
(3.0 pts.) on tiebreaks. The one time Michi-
gan Senior Reserve Champion, Ruben Ramon 
fi nished second with the same score. Ronald 
Grzegorczyk, a longtime member of the Kent-
wood Chess club in the 1980s and 1990s and 
now living in the Flint area, fi nished third with 
2.5points.
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Komodo 9 likes 5 Bb5 here, playing Bxc6 if a6 is 
played to doubles Black’s pawns. Other
alternatives, such as Nd4 in response to Bb5 gives 
equality (and better than Bxc6) with Bxc6
being worth .13 pawns. White’s move of 5. Bc4 
may be a matter of choice and is certainly
solid- given the limited difference in Komodo’s 
evaluation. Columnist’s note

5. Bc4 e6 6. O-O Nge7 7. d3 O-O 8. e5 d5 9. 
exd6 Qxd6 10. Ne4 Qc7

11. Rb1 
White cannot win a pawn on move 11 since 
after Nxc5 Na5 and Nxc4 allows Black to 
recover the pawn and eliminate the white 
squared Bishop.

11. ... b6 12. Bd2 Bb7 13. Qc1 Nf5 D 14. c3 
Rad8 15. Ng3 Na5 16. Nxf5

Black can create a passed pawn more easily by 
playing gxf5 on move 16. Capturing with the e
pawn makes the King a little more secure.

16. ... exf5 17. Be1 Nxc4 18. dxc4 Rd3 19. Bg3 
Rfd8 20. Ne1 Rd2 21. Rf2 Rxf2 D 22. Kxf2 Qc6
23. Qc2 Qe6

Qe4 is a stronger move for Black on move 23. 
There is not a good way for White to trade or
not trade Queens. If White trades Queens the 
Rook would be attacked and Rd2+ would lose a
pawn. If White does not trade Queens Qxc4 
would win a pawn with less counter play as in 
the game. I unnecessarily attempted to avoid a 
Queen trade.

24. Qe2 Be4 25. Rd1 Rxd1 26. Qxd1 Qxc4 27. 
Qd8+ Bf8 28. Bh4 Qe6 29. Nf3 Bxf3 30. gxf3 
Qd6 31. Qxd6 Bxd6 32. Ke3 Kg7 33. c4 f6 34. 
h3 h6 35. Be1 g5

White can slow down Black from undoubling 
pawns by playing Bg3 on move 36 but Black 
can create a passed pawn by playing h5, h4, 
Kh5, and g4 and obtain a position similar to the 
game.

36. fxg5 fxg5 37. b3 Kg6 38. Bf2 Be5 39. Ke2 
h5 40. Kf1 h4 41. Kg2 Kh5 42. Be3 g4 43. fxg4+
fxg4 44. hxg4+ Kxg4 45. a3 h3+ 46. Kh1 Kf3 
47. Bg1 (Diagram next page)
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(after 47. Bg1)

47...h2
Black 47th move forced a decision on White’s 
Bishop which will come off the board. The Black
King can win the race to the Queen side if the 
pawn is captured. White decides to sacrifi ce the
Bishop with the hope of eliminating all of Black 
Queenside pawn which would be a draw even
with Black extra Bishop since Black’s Bishop 
does not control the Queening square on the h
fi le. With White’s King needing to block the h 
pawn all I needed to do was insure at least one
Queenside pawn. The pawn on the a-fi le could 
not be captured insuring at least one Queen
Side pawn and a win.

48. Bxc5 bxc5 49. b4 Ke4 0-1

That was a nice game. We look forward to next 
year’s Michigan Senior.
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Principles vs. Practice: Episode III
The Isolated Queen Pawn Continued—a further foray into double edged positions

by Henry Rankin

We continue our exploration of isolated queen 
pawn theory and practice. As one may 
remember, the starting premise of our 
investigation is that there seems to be no 
bigger, durable, and vicious skirmish than isolat-
ed queen pawn theory and practice. We noted, 
our starting point will be to revisit the middle 
game principle number fi ve from the fi rst 
episode, “The Prank on the Flank”, attack 
backward, isolated, and doubled pawns. 
I noted that roughly 30 percent of 
grandmaster games in my database involved 
an isolated queen pawn. We noted some of the 
various ways to get an isolated queen pawn.

From the Caro-Kann defense we can get to an 
IQP game:
1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. exd5 cxd5 4. c4 Nf6 5. Nc3 
e6 6. Nf3 Be7 7. cxd5 Nxd5
From the French Tarrasch: we can get
1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. Nd2 c5 4. exd5 exd5

From the Sicilian Alapin we can get there this 
way:
1 e4 c5 2. c3 d5 3. exd5 Qxd5 4. d4 cxd4 5. cxd4
From the Semi Tarrasch Defense, Queen’ Gam-
bit Declined an IQP is thematic:
1.d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 e6 3. c4 c5 4. e3 d5 5. Nc3 Nc6 
6. a3 cxd4 7. exd4 Be7 8. Bd3 dxc4 9. Bxc4

From the English Opening we get there this 
way:
1. c4Nf6 2. Nc3 c5 3. Nf3 e6 4. e3 d5 5. cxd5 
Nxd5 6. Bc4 Nb6 7. Bb3 Be7 8. d4 cxd4
9. exd4 O-O 10. O-O Bd7 11. Qe2 � Bc6 � 12. 
Rd1

The following openings also have lines that 
create IQPs: Queen’s Gambit Declined, Queen’s 
Gambit Accepted (see Spassky-Avtonomov, 
USSR Junior Championship Leningrad 1949), 
Nimzo-Indian (Out of the Rubenstein Variation. 

See Perosian-Balashov USSR 1974), Alekhine’s 
Defense, Scandinavian Defense, and of course 
the Exchange French and the Slav defense. 
There are others.

Plans for the side with the isolated pawn:
1. Attack on the kingside;
2. Favorable opening of the center;
3. Advancing the isolated pawn in order to cramp 
the opponent;
4. Development of initiative on the queenside;

Plans for the side fi ghting against the isolated 
pawn:
1. Simplifi cation of the game with goal to transpose 
into favorable endgame;
2. Transposing into the position with hanging 
pawns;

One must remember that every exchange of the 
pieces brings us closer to the endgame, where 
the IQP is extremely vulnerable. Endgames 
favor those without the IQP. Here is a more 
modern example of a kingside attack.

World Champion Candidates Match
London England, UK
1983, Round 7
Smyslov, Vasily vs. Ribli, Zoltan (1-0)
ECO D42, Semi-Tarrasch

1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 e6 3. c4 d5 4. Nc3 c5 5. cxd5 
Nxd5 6. e3 Nc6 7. Bd3 Be7 8. O-O O-O 9. a3 
cxd4 10. exd4 (Diagram Next Page)
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10...Bf6 11. Be4 Nce7 12. Ne5!

The game is afoot. Black does not want to give 
up the Bishop pair or repair the isolani.

12...g6??

After 12.. Ng6, Black has an equal game. This 
move opens the fl oodgates.

13. Bh6 Bg7 14. Bxg7 Kxg7 15. Rc1 b6 16. 
Nxd5 Nxd5 17. Bxd5 Qxd5 18. Rc7 Bb7 19. 
Qg4

White’s move defends g2 from Black’s 
nefarious intentions.

19...Rad8 20. Rd1 a5 21. h4 Rc8 22.
Rd7 Qe4 23. Qg5 Bc6 24. f3 Qf5 25. Ra7 Ba4 
26. Re1 Rc2 27. b4 Bb3 28. bxa5 bxa5 29. Re4 
h6 30. Qe3 Rb2 31. Rg4 g5 32. hxg5 h5 33. Rg3 
h4 34. Rg4 h3 35. g6 h2+ 36. Kxh2 Rh8+ 37. 
Kg3 Rxg2+ 38. Kxg2 Qc2+ 39. Qf2 Rh2+ 40. 
Kxh2 Qxf2+ 41. Kh3 Qf1+ 42. Rg2 Qh1+ 1-0

42. ... Qh1+ 43. Rh2 Qf1+ 44. Kh4 Qg1 45. 
Rxf7+ Kg8 46. Ng4 leads to a win.

 Let’s look at the Spassky game mentioned 
above as an example of favorable opening of the 
center.

USSR Junior Championship
Leningrad USSR, Date 1949
Spassky, Boris vs. Avshalumov, Alex (1-0)
ECO D28, Queen’s Gambit Accepted

1. d4 d5 2. c4 dxc4 3. Nf3 Nf6 4. e3 c5 5. Bxc4 
e6 6. O-O a6 7. Qe2 b5 8. Bb3 Nc6 9. Nc3 cxd4

10. Rd1! 

Stockfi sh does not like this move, however I do.

10... Bb7 11. exd4 Nb4 12. d5!
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12. ..Nbxd5 (What follows is delightfully beau-
tiful!)13. Bg5 Be7 14. Bxf6 gxf6 15. Nxd5 Bxd5 
16. Bxd5 exd5 17. Nd4 Kf8 18. Nf5 h5 19. Rxd5 
Qxd5 20. Qxe7+ Kg8 21. Qxf6 1-0

Next is a game that demonstrates advancing 
the isolated pawn in order to cramp the 
opponent. This game is from the 1951 Soviet 
championship. Here it is Bondarevsky 
conducting the Black pieces that gets and uses 
the IQP to cramp White’s game.

USSR Championship
Moscow USSR, 1951
Novotelnov, Nikolay Alexandrovi vs 
Bondarevsky, Igor (0-1)
ECO D34, Queen’s Gambit Declined, Tarrasch

1. c4 e6 2. Nc3 d5 3. d4 c5 4. cxd5 exd5 5. Nf3 
Nc6 6. g3!?

White’s move here is too obliging. Stockfi sh 
suggests 6. dxc5 Nf6 7. Be3 Be7 8. g3 O-O 9. 
Bg2 Ng4 10. Bf4 Be6 11. O-O Bxc5 12. e3 h6 
13. Nd4 Nxd4 14. exd4 Bb6 15. Re1 Nf6 16. Rc1 
Rc8 17. a3 Ne4 18. Na4 Bc7 19. Bxc7 Rxc7 20. 
Rxc7 Qxc7 21. Bxe4 dxe4 22 d5 where white 
stands better.

6...Nf6 7. Bg2 Be7 8. O-O O-O 9. Bg5
Be6 10. dxc5 Bxc5 11. Rc1 Bb6 12. Na4 d4 13. 
Nxb6 axb6 14. a3 h6 (Diagram Next Column)

 

15. Bf4!?

15.Bxf6 Qxf6 16 Ne1 Rad8 17 Nd3 blockades 
Black’s d pawn.

15...Bd5 16. Ne1??

The bishop at d5 changes everything. 16 Bd2 is 
much better, maintaining the bishops, coupled 
with a later e3 to eliminate the d pawn.

Bxg2 !17. Kxg2 Re8 18. Rc2 Qd5+
19. f3 Re7 20. Nd3 Rae8 21. Bc1 Qb3 22. Re1 
Nd5 23. Nf2 Ne3+ 24. Bxe3 Rxe3 25. Rd2 Qb5 
26. Nd3 Na5 27. Kf2 Nc4 28. Rc2 R3e7 29. Qc1 
Ne3 30. Rc8 Qh5 31. Kg1 Qh3 32. Rxe8+ Rxe8 
33. Nf4 Qd7 34. Qd2 g5 35. Ng2 Nc4 36. Qc2 
Qe6 37. Kf2 b5 38. Rd1 Qh3 39. Kg1 Qxg2+ 
0-1



If 40. Kxg2, Ne3 + forks the King, Queen, and 
Rook, winning the Queen. And ending up ahead 
one rook.

That is it for this episode. We will wrap up the 
topic with one more Isolated Queen Pawn col-
umn next issue, and then we will explore other 
things. 

Best of luck at the chessboard, until next time.

Henry Rankin is a founding member of the Spencer 
St. Chess Club. He has been playing competitive 
USCF-rated chess for over 40 years.  He is a 
regular contributor to this newsletter and you can 
see his other work in this series in previous 
West-Side Chess issues. 
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West-Side Chess Calendar
Looking Ahead

Spencer St. Chess Club: December Rapid Marathon
December 4th, 11th 18th

To end the year Spencer St. Chess Club will be hosting a 6-round rapid event. This will be the club rapid 
championship for the year.  You will play two games each night at G/25 and a 3-second delay. See more 
at: https://www.facebook.com/events/2105054436182148/

MCA Chess Event: Master/Expert & Class Championships

The class championship event of the year is January 12th-13th. More information can be found here. 
https://www.michess.org/events

New West Michigan Chess Event:
2019 Grand Rapids Rapid Rumble

Towards the end of February 2019 West Michigan Chess will be hosting a rapid (quick/action) tourna-
ment will be hosted by Spencer St. Chess Club. It will be a 5-6 round event at the time control of G/25. 
More information will be released soon. 


